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8 L Eiaiazaxel e te s ooy T
| TotheChurchofGod, in God the

father,and our Lord Jefus Chrift, grace, and

peace; from God our Father, and from cur
Lord Jefus Chrit. '

%2 0ly, and beloved. This little Treatife, feeketh not
g the patronage of the worldly wife, mighty, or hone-
& 74 bles 1t craves not the favour of Vertuous Lady,
S@AIW or Chriftian Gentlewoman: It [hrowds not it felf,
under the roof of any great Lovd, or Patron, But it lieth pros
firate, at your feets st [ubmitteth it felfywith all bymility un-
to your cenfires whatfoever i well dene prefumeth of your
approbation; whatfoever ts faulty, expects your meck and gene
tle correflion, Vntoyour view 1amboldteprefint it. My fa-
ther, my mother,my brethren, and my fiflers. To caft down'the
min of fin és wow the profelfiin of many,and every band thinks
it abappinefle , to lop off a bough, from this cuer-fpreading
tree, Now cvery purpofeis ¢ftablithed by counfell, and
with Zood advice make warre. Prov. 20.18. rathis fpi-
ritualiwarfare, 1 bave endeavonred, 80 contribute my mite of
confultation: He that lriveth to take away the [preading
50‘1{(1’\'0," Antichrift mayfeemeto doa good works Bt witl not
his labour be almoft Lo}, they will [prousagain , (o long ws the
700t remaineth inthe earth s Therefore is stthat your unworthy
brother, and companion in iril«lati_w’: th advéntured o lg
themagtock, unto theroot of the tree, therefire bave f upder-
miied Babels found.tions, that the pillay being plucked anay,
whercon the whole houfe leancth,the filrick may fall npon their
heads at once : that she roots being difcovered | and cut infun-
der, themext Hafbmay thofitshe tree down te the ground, and
sici fhak the armes therea! bt [battercd in she fu'). T hefé wer is
. A » v




omesimes [ince preachsd unto an Asditery: And wpon
::;:{]l of feme ff’tbeﬁbcarers:, 1 have condefcended to Z’UG
’Ou“(@ )y swherein i&ﬁmetllmg more, ént to my "”"Wkdge
nathing hffe then swhat was [poken : The Lerdhath fet me a5 2
she very inward caufe, of all my troubles, and tmprifonment,
Althongh 1 conftf]e nothing berein y was \laid to m}, charge:
That was she [utsilty of the Serpenty who knew well that he was
0t able 16 mannage, anything againft e that was here dr.
Ywered;and bm)éi‘é wdving this albegetber, He hath fough
occafian againft me (and foundit alfo) in the doflrine of Bap.
tifme. This was the thing,that firf} of all didinflame the hearts
of s oppefersysnid caufe them tofisellwith envysand 1o byeak
firth, inso  rude ppofiticn; which flame could nas Le quench.

¢d, bt was wore increafed s untilly through their fuggeftions,

and informations, I R4S caft into prifon : That tt might not
fae besser with me thenwith others. The Lord lay not this
fin to their charge : now 1 dopre[ent this unto you, that your
}v;‘r lome rhay take itinto confiderationwhether thereneve any
Fuft caufe of exception, i that which was delivered yor whe-
ther thofe floods of water, caft ont of the mowth, I meane oppro-
Zrious, andyevilivg [peeches, weve nos the fraits of him, thas
ds,and will be alwayes oppa[lte wntothe trath, Brethren, 1 de
fireyou topray for me; thes knonledge,anduttecance, conrage
and patience, may be givenuntome, that 1maywot ceafe to
[peaktbethings 1 have beleeved: that the Lordwould give me
‘that boriouy phat whesher in bonds,or at liberty,whether by I;Zc
or by death, I may, lorifie bls Name, inthe edificationof his
Charch, in the moft boly faith. Brethren farewell. The God
of peace fill youswith all joy, andpeace, in Leleeting . Amen.

He that is the leait among you

S - unworthy thename of a
o o _B;othcr,

- e e TS S XTI

MEN. DENNE. -
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. OF SINNE
difcovered, whom the Lord
fhall deftroy, with the brightnefle

of his coming.

2 Theffs 2. 3, o
That Man of Sin be revealed, the fon of perdition.

THE MAN

t

ppsam T will be conveni=nt, before we enter upon thele
¥ words,toconfider the occafion of them,in the
$3,8 -coherence of the Text with the foregoing word:.
of the Chapter, becaufe fome queftion may arife
e about them. The Apoftle doth befeech them, by
the coming of the Lord Fefusy andby our gathering togethsr amts bim,
thatye be not foon (baken i mindy or be tronbledsneither by [pirvits ner
by words nov by letrery as from wey as that the day of Chriftis at band,
What is this, the Theflslonians have heard that the day of
Chrift is at hand, and they are not a little perplexed; isthe day
of Chrifi become an unwelcomeday ? to theChuich , in God the
Fathery and the Lord Jefis Chrift 2 to the people unto whom is
reached, grace, and peace from God the Fathery and {Fom our Lord
%efm Chrift? Tsnottheday of Chrifty aday of reftitution of ali
things # AQs 3.21. Isnot the day of Chrift a day of redempticn,
a day of the gloriows liberty of the fons of Gody Rom. 8. 21.23. how
then can it be fearfull tothem who are in Godthe Father 2 Doth
not the Church groanwithin her fclf saiting for the Adoption,
Rom. 8. 23. Doth not the Bride and the Spirit {ay, Come 2 and
Aj doth
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The Man of Sir difcovered,

doth nothe that hearcth fay Come 2 and doth not the voice of

the tsrtle an{wer, Even fo,Come Lord Jefus 2 Rev.22.17.20.0
my fuule, is any thing more welcome untothee, then the ap-
proach of the Son of rightcoufnefle? Olet him come,and not
tarry : why ftay the wheeles of his chariots (o longyand why
ishefolong incoming? If itbefo, whyis it thusywith his
people? They are troubled, ehey are fhaken in mind, becaufe
they hear that she day of Chriftis at hand : is the day of Chriit
atrouble, and an heart-fhake unto the Church of God ? No:
Thisis not it, But hence preceeds the trouble :the Apoftle had
told them otherwife, ziz. thatthe day of Thrift was not yet
come. Rememier yenot that when I wor et with youy 11ald you thefe
things : verf- 5. Now that Pax! fhould tell them one thing, and
write another, that hefhould contradi& himfelf, or that there
fhould be a divifion, between his former, and lateer fpeeches:
This was the troubleof mind, this was the fhaking ot heart.
For the caring whercof, the Apojt/e affurcth them, that he nei-
ther fent this meflage unto them, one way, or other, as the
falfe Apoftles would have made them beleeve. Rut that before
theday of Chrift, That man of finmuft be revealed. Oh that
theteachers of the people of God would confider within
themfelves, from thatwhich hath been fpoken : whence the
great thoughts of hearc do arife, even from the divifions, and
dittra&tions of the chaire. When you arc contrary oncto ano-
ther; and many times, one manunto himfelf, How do you fill
thetenderfouls of the people of God with heavy and infup~
portable griefe.

If then fuch bethe fruit of thefe divifions, let me befecch
youby the coming of our Lard Jefus Chrift,and by onr gathering to-
getber unto bim, that you labour,to be of one mindin the Lord.
Tofpeak the fame thingsin Fefus.Xwill fay no more touching
the coherence of the text. But come forthwith untothe words
read untoyou. And that manof fin be rcvealed.

_The whole fcope of my Dilcourfe, fhall be to fhew yourwhy
this famewicked one in my text is called, The m.n of fin.

The mu of fin imay feem to be an Hebraifime , fignitying an
ex ~ceding fintull man. And this is true, that Antichrift s an ex-
cee 1 g finfullone. But this is not all,for he feemeth to be called

the

The Man of Sin diftovered.

the man of finy in oppolition to Chift Fefis whois called a God -

of rightemfnefJe; Jer. 23. 6. Pial. 4. 1. A Sun ofrigbtfeou/ize_[]é_, Mal.
4. 2. And heis thus called not onely becaufe Klgbtmujmﬂg) “
the givdle of bis loines : Ifa. 11. 5. but alfo becaule be butb filted
Zion with vighteoufie(Jé and judgement, Ia. 33. 5. Icis thedeligne
of Chrift to pull down finsand to bring in righteoufaeffe,to fecup
vighteonfiefJe; according to thac which is wiltten, Dun.9.24.t0
fnifb the tranfgreffion, and to make anend of finsy and to- niike recon-
ciliation for iniquityy and to bring in everlafting righteonfiieffe. .And
thercfore is he called the God of righteonfneffes the Sun of righ:c
oufeff, 8c. Itisthe defigne of Antichrift to pull down righte-
oufnefle,and to fetup fin : to build again that which Chrii
hath puiled down ; and to feek to pull down, t!mt which
Chrift built up, and therefore he is juitly called, The man of
Sisme.
There is no better way, todifcerne one contrary,than by
another, when both are compared together. )
Thefe two, Chriff and Antichrift, the Sun of vightconfueffe; and
the manof fim,being {0 contrary the oneunto the othersas lighe
and darknefle: The one will help usinthe dilcerning of the
other. Twillthercforefirlt of all endeavour, to declare unto
ou the oftice of Chrifhyinafmuch as itis converfant about fin,
and then Ifhall with great cafe, difcover unto you the contra-
defigne, of Antichrift. .
For the firft. Wemuft confider fis in a threefold relation,
according as it is manifelted in the Law, by which is the knon-

ledge of fin. i o
) %c ££z inthe fight of God : the defigne of Chrift to take away

outof the fight of God. ) '
ﬁnz. Sinin tbcimjéimcu of Gods peoplesthe deligne of Chriftyto
ke away fin, out of the confciences of Gods people- ke au

3. Sinin the comverfation, the defigne ot Chrift to take a\;/.\y
fin, out of the converfation of his chofen, and called pcog c

Twill invert the order, which Thave l.}ld down: _An e~
deavour to fhew unto you the lalt in che tjrl.k place, viz. thaft i
is a defigne of Chriff, to purge the converlations of his gl}(‘) lct“i
and called people : The fmoak of Hell hath (ometimes ax; i
be elefted, Imay live asIift. But what faith the Spiric o E’!(:fé

NS =N
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Elelt santo obediencey and fprinkling of the blood of Jefus. 1 Pet. 1. 1,
That Gad that hath cle&e¢d thee,in Chrift Jefus, before the
world began, hath elefted theeunto obedienceyand not unto
difobedicnce: Thou art not chofen,to belike the prince of dark~
nefle, towalk in the vanity of thy mind : But towalk in holi«
nefle as becometh Saints. _ o

The new creature hath this end for one: Epbef. 2. 10. For we
are bit workmanfbip, created in Chrift Jefusyunto good works 5 which
God bath before ordained, that we fbowld e slk _inthem.

If the queftion be asked, why Chrift gave bimfelf for us? will
not the anfiwver bethis? That be might redeem wt from all iniquity,
and purifie unto bimfelf, apeculiar people, zeslous of gaod morky. Tit.
2.14. When a eaptiveisin prifon, the Redeemer payesa ran-
fome, that the captive may be his freeman, to ferve him in all
offices of love. Trﬁs was, and is our cafe, when we were cap-
tivated under fin, death, and hell ; the Father fends his Som, o
deliver us from all thefe, that we being delivered fromonr enemies,
might ferve him withut fear in boline(léy and righteoufueffe before
bim all the dayes of onwr life :Luk. 1.74,75. If wefearch into the
endsof Gods fending his Spirit intothe heartsof the fons of
men, we fhall find the firltto be, that we might know the things
that are freely givenunto 4 of God : 1 Cor. 2.12. and thereforeis
he called the Spiritof truthy leading imo all trush, Joh. 16.13.
Secondly,the fecond end of the Sptrit,is to make the fouleto
rejoyce in God abundantly, and therefore he is called the
Comforter, Joh. 16.7. Thirdly, Athird cnel of the Spirir fent
into the hears of man, istochange, and alter the affe&ions,
and therefore is this Spirit called the Spirit of love, 2 Tim. 1. 7.
becaufe the fruit of the fpiris it love,Gal. 5.22. and Jove st the ful=
flling of the Liw, Rom.13, 10.

It we fearch into the ends of the miniftery of the Word, we
fhall find them the very fame, for the #ardis nothing elfe by
an inftrument inthehand of the Spirit, whereby the fl’irit’s
ordinarily adminiftred unitothe heart (I beleeve it will be no
abfurdity tofay,thepiris adminiftreth, the fpirit by the Word.)
Now the ##orddoth not oncly hold out unto us the grace of
G, in Jsfus, but it doth thereby alfoteach us, that denying sn=
ged irefle andworldly Infls, we fbould live fiberly, rigbteonfly, and
godly

T he Man of Sin diftovered.

odly im this prefent worldy Tic. 2. 12 . The Word doth not onely
ﬁold out unto us, precious, and fure promifes, but it doth alfo
callupon us, with earncfinefle : Having thefe promifes, ket us
cleanfe onr felves fromall filthine(Je both of ﬂe?lr and_ fBirity perfelling
boline(Je in the fear of God : 2 Cor. 6. 1.the Word, and Spirit, are
both compared to fire, Jer. 5. 14. Matth. 3. 11. Now it is the
propertie of fire; not onely to expell daknefle, by its light , but
alfoto drive away coldbyits heat : we do not read of any fire,
that hath heat withou light, except the metaphoricail fire
of Hell: which burnsin darkneffe. Neither do we know any
fires, that have light without, heat, except the meteors of the
ayre; which endure but thetwinkling of aneye, and do pre:
fently vanith away. Butwhy do Iftay (olong, upon a thing
fo plain? yet beforelpaffe from ic altogether, give me your
patience, unto two, or three words of application.

ThefirR is ; tofree the gloriosis Gofpel of Fefis €hrift  and the
revelation of the riches of grace, froni that cloud which doth
cclipfe ity from the eyes, and affe&ions of very many: Becaufe
it hath by reafon of evill tongues, and credulous eares, incur-
red an unjuft fufpicion of /iberty, and licemtionfieffe : Butis this
fo?we call heaven and earth to record, that the Gofpel teach=
ethyhulineffey and fobriety, and temperance, and whatfoever is of
gaodrcrart, yea it teacheth to avoid, even the accafions of evil:
we call heaven and earth torecord, whether the Gope/ do not
draw us unto an holy obedience, with as forcible (Iwill bebold
tofay, more forcible ) and effe®uall cords, than any do&rine
whatfoever; for the Gofpel draweth with the cords of loves
which is as ftrong as deathynothing can be able torefiltit, for
many w.ters cannivt quench loves neither canthe foods drown it 5if 2
maniwonld give allshe fubftance of his houfe for loveyit would miterly
becontemned. Cant. 8. 7. I call again, heavenand earth to re-
cord, whetherany Do&rinecan conferre fuch power, (if X
fpeak imgropcrly will be contented to alter mg fpeech) whe-
tE:r the Spirit of God do work fo powerfully in the foul,by any
Doftrine as by the Do&rine of the Gofpel. The Law indeed
fhews us what is to be done, threatens us heavily if we do ic
noty rewards us plentifully,if we doit : bue all this while it mi-

niftreth unto us more quickning power ; butleavesus deadyyea
B the
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the more we hear it, (if we heareitaright ) the more desd we

are. For when the Commandment came, fin vevived, and I died y, and

2he Commandment which was nnto lifey I found to be wnto death.Rom.

7. 9, 10, Butthe Gofpel, the word of grace, is the miniftration

of a guickning [pirit; not onely callingupon us to do, but alfo

giving power toperform. Therefore is the word of grace called

Healing words, even the words ofenr Lord Fefiss Chirifty ind the do

&viney which s according to godlineffe. 1 Tim. 6. 3,

But if thefe things be {o, how come fo many foule accufa-
tions, fo many heavie charges, to becattupon this Do&rine?
1an(wer, the fervant s not greater then bis Maftcr, they fhall fpeak

all mawner of evill of yoit falflys for my Numes (ake. Matth.s. 11, 1

muftfay of thete men, as the Apofile of the Jews: Hud they
known it tbey wenld not bave crucified the Lord of glery : 1 Cor. 2. 8,
But now they fPeak exillof thofe tbings they undcrftand not. Jude 10,

I defire to pray forthem, in the words of our crucified Savi-

our, Father forgive thems they know not what they do. The Law of

man exempteth all blind men from going towarre , Ieft they
fhould domore hurt than good,and be rather burdenfome
than profitable : The Law of God admitteth of no blind prieft
to ferve in the San&uary of God. Menufe tofcare their chil«
drenwith a blind pricft (a very terriblething) the builders are
ignorant; and thereforchave they rejefted the chicfcorner ftone.

herefore have they refufed the foumtains of living waters, and
digged snmto themfelves cifterns whichwill hald no water. They fpeak
evill of the Gofpel, both preachers and people, (like Prieft;like
people) becaufe they knew it not. Lord luy not this fin to their

;I;..ar[%c, Lord openthon their eyes that the blind may no longer lead the
ma.

. Having thus farre endeavoured to free the glorious Gofpe/
from the foule and hell-born afperfion thus unjultly caft upon
it 5 Let me in the next placehave leave to turn my Difcourfe

unto the watchmen of Ifiaelythe fervants of the Lord, whom

hehath been pleafed to call unto that office,and burdenin the

Church of Chrift,as to be difpenfers of his Word 3 in Doline,

and exhorsation, inreproofey and correltion y 1 do befeech youin

the name of the Lord Fefus Chrift, that you ceafe not, inflantly

to admanifb every one with tears both night and day, A&s 20.31.

that
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that you reprove, and rebukeunruly walkers, with all auche-
ritie. Thatyourcbuke them fharply, thatthey may be fomnd in
the faith, Tit. 1. 13. .

A fecond word of application isythat I may earneftly call
upon them, whom God hath brought unto the knowledge of
bis Sor, that every one that nameth the 11ame of the Lord Jefus Chrift,
depart from iniquitys 2 Tim. 2. 19.If fi be that ye bave heard bim,and
D.sve been taught by bimy o5 the truth it in Jefissy that ye pus off concern=
ing the former converfations the old many which $ corrupt according to
the deccitfull Iufls, &c.Ephef. 4. 22.for thus ic becometh Saints,
Ephef. 5. 3. And thit 9 the will of God evenyour fanlifications that
yeabftain from fornicationy 1 Thefl. 4.3. Hereinis God glorified:
Let yonr Kght [o fbine before men that they may fec your good workssand
glorific your Father which 3 inhesven. Matth. 5. 16.

Herein is the Church comforsedsthe fouls of your brethren chee=
red: Joying and bebolding yos orderyndthe fiedfaftuefJe of your faith
in Chrift,Col. 2. 5. Hereby they that arc withont, upon whom
the Word hath not had its full power;are fometimes called in.
That if any obcy not the Wordy they alfo without the word may be won
by the converfation of the wives. 1 Pet. 3. 1. Now then if the win=
ning of thofe that are without, if the comfort of your brethren
within, if glorifying of God your Father, if theperformance of his
will, or if there could be any thing greater then thefe, that
might be precious in your eyess let me fpeak to you in the
words of an Apoftle : As obedient childreny not fafbioning yonr
felves according 1o the former lusks in yiur ignovance : But 2 be whicls
hath called yousa bolyyfo be ye bolys in all manner of conyerfationy 3 Pet.
1. 14,15.

Thave thus much tofpeak unto youon the right handsnow
give meleave toturnto thelefe. Iffobe(which Gud forbid)
that your converfation fhould be profane, contrary to the ho-
ly Commandment of our Saviour Jefius Chrift. Ohwhat will
bethefequel. This isthat whichin Scripure phrafe {peaking,
after the manner of men, is called (to fet forth the hideout-
nefle of it).rarieving of the holy Spirit of God. And grieve not the
boly Spiritof Gods whereky y¢ ave fe.aled wnto the day of rvedemption.

Ephet. 4. 30. Thisisthatwhich s called in Scriptuie s defiling
of the membersof Chrift,and of the ]l(mp[e of Gad: then whllch
L2 what

i ateemineiitiadnden




The Man of Sin difcevered,

wha thing more hainous can be thought upon? Shall I then
take the members of Chrifty andmake themthe members of an barlos?
God forbid. 1 Cor. 6. 15. Knowye not that yowr body.% the tomple of
the boly Ghoft, verfe 19.

As your flefh cannovbut tremble, to make the members of
Chriftthe members ofan Harlot.: So let the: zeal- of Gods temple
incite you,to make a fcourge, of fmall fmarting cords, to
whip out of the Temple of ourGod , whatfoeveris contr.
tothedo&vineof gadlinefle. Thisisthaty(even thecarclefie
converfation of the profeflors of godlinefle) which opens a
gate unto hideous blafphemy, whoreby. 1he Name of Godanddbis
Dotrineit evill fpokenofy 1 Tim. 6. 1. And fo you fhall do yonr
utmoft endeavours hereby (which Ihope you will fear to do):
to keep back thofe thatare coming in;; to drive the wandring
fheep farther from the fold of Chrift Jefis. This isthat wheree
by Satan getteth advantage againit you, whereby you lay
your felves open to the fnareof the devilly 1o great temptation and
syfome Infts, 2 Tim. 2. 36. Lecme thercforcend this with the
Apoftles words, 1 Theff. 2. 11 That Lmay charge every one of you.
:hat ye wonld walk_worthy of the Lordywho bath calledyou unto bis
kingdome, and glorie. Be not carelefle, buc watchfull :Let piery-
prevail with you towatch diligently over your felves; let chee
r;‘:) prevailewithyou to watch as diligently over your bre
thren.

Athird word of Application, untofuch asbholdsbe truth
God insmrighteonfuefle, unto fuch Cand hercof in the worlg
there arenot a few ) Godgrant the Church may be free from
themy who profeffe they know Gody but by their works they demy bim:
Tit. 1. 16. who increafein profaneffein corverfation, asthey
grow and increafc in the meafure of revelation :Ob that mine
cyes were afonntainof tearess that Imight lament overthem; oh
that thetearesof a deare friend, who (the Lord is my witnes )
writes not thefechings with dry cyes, might fo farre prevail
with you, that you would takehis words into the deepeft of
your confiderations; that lou would repent of the evil of your
wayes,fubmituntothe yokeof Chrift; that your converfation

“may anfwer your profeffion.
Have you not feen an beifer unaccuftomed totheyoke,ftand
~ as
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asgently at thecribyasan other ;but bring the yoke, and
the very fight of itfhall make ber kick with the foot,and pufh
with the hornsandfeek all meansto fhun ie:l would you would
be contented to make the application your felves ; you ftund:
gently at Chrifts crib; you are contented to heare, the fiveer

promifes of the Gofpel containing and holding forth what

Chrift hash done for youythefechings I fay yow heare with

great patience, approbationy and delight. But when it comes
tothis, that you are admoniflied what you ouEhc to do for
Chriftin obedience, in thankfulneffs, unto him that hath done
all things foryous When the Church of Chrift would put che
yoke of Chriltupon yourneck, and: compell yon to come in
untoher whol(ome Dilcipline by her fweer perfwvafions's-you
fpurn with the foot, you pufh with the horne, fecking meanes
of evafion : Let us bic.ak their bondsy and caft amay their cords: from
w5, Pfal. 2. either you will acknowledge no Church; or if a

Church, yet one according to your own heart you canrot
find. Ihavenothing'to dotojudge you'( I confefle ic) X leave
z:u unto him that ?udguh all thingsythe Lord open your

arts.

And Ihall betake my felf unto the fecond confideration;
of fininthe Confciences ofytbc callidpeopte of God: The thing thae
Thave o declareis chissthat it is the defigneof the Lord Chrift, to
”ki away finy out of the confuiences of biscaMled people : wheseby the
called of God may have theanfiver of a good confeience tomards
God : 1Pet. 3. 21. that the confciences of Gods called, arc
dear, and white, and pure; and undefiled from fin, and tran(~
grefiion, through thc apprehenfion of theefficacy of the death,
and refurre&ion of the Lord Fefir Chrift : whereby they are be-
gotten unto s lively boﬁc, by the vefurrelbion of Fefim Chrift from he
deads 1 Pet. 1. 3. whereby they may have boldneffe before the
throne ofigrace; even the throne of th atGod who hath eyesthat
wilbehold o iniquity : Before thethrone of that God , wheisa
confuming fire, Hebr. 12, 29.

This is the cffe of the faith of Gods cle&, to purifie’ the
heart. The Lord put no difference betseen s and themspurifying their
bearts by fuith, A&s 15.9. What can herebe meant by theword

beart, 1cflc then confcience ? now if the confciencebe pare,it is
B3 without




The Man of Sin difcovered,

i i 1 X ] s o \
without fpo : if it be not wichout fos,then isit notpwre. That

by heart is meant nothing leflc than confcience , is proved by-

other places of Scripture, Prov. 14.30. A found bears i the lifeof
the flefp. And Prov. 15. 13. A good beart maketh & cheerfull countes
nance. But left fome fhould fay, that by the word heart,is meant
leflethan confeience, 1fhall defire to fpeak plain. Hebr. 9. 9. the
Apoftl thewing the weaknefle of legall facrifices, and fervices,
faith, that they conld not make bim thar did the fervice perfect, o
pertainingtotbe confcience. But the prielthood of Chri j{ Tefusythe
Mediator of a bester T cftament, eftablifbed upon better promifes, hath
donethat which the Law could not do : Hom nisch more fhall she
blood of Chrift who withoxt fpot offered bimfelf to God, P¥rge your con-
Jeiences from dead worksy toferve the living God. Heb.9.14. The Law
conld not make perfel¥, as geﬂaining to the confcience , but what the
Law could not doin that it was weak; chrough the infirmitics
‘qfﬁcﬂl, that Chrift Jefuus hath done by his facrificc, of him=
elfe. :
. We reafon thus: if Chrift did not purge the confcience, then
isit lxez impure; then is not his purgation as pertaining to the
confcience,of more efficacy than l¢gall purgations were : they
pux('ig.ed not the Confeience, no moredid he : But it is plain that
hedid purge the confcience. Now if he did purge, as per-
taining to the confcience, thenisthe confcience pure and un~
defiled; if itbe not pure and andefiled, then did not he purge
it. ButthatClriftdid purge the confcienceis plain, Heb.10.2.
Becaufe the worfbippers once purged fhould bave had no more confcience
of fins. Itisthedrift ofthe Apoftleyin this place, to fhew the
rcafon why the Law facrifices did ceafe to Ec offered , becaufe
they conld not make the commers theresnto perfedd: That they were
not made crfe&-, is proved, becaufe they bud confeisnce of fin.
Bue now the offering of Chrift, hath perfelted for cverythem that are
Janidificds Heb. 10. 14. If they be perfedted, then are they pur~
ged; if purged, the comers thereunto mufthave no more con-
{cienceof fin: But they drumw nigh unto God, with atrse bears, in
fu.ﬂ affurance of faithy baving theirbearts fprinkled froman cvill con-
Jeiences and tbeir bodics wafbed with prrewater. Heb. 10. 22,
By this we may underftand what is meant by thofe meta-
th sicall fpeeches, which weread of, Revel. 3. 4.and 4. 4. and
. 6.1t
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6;:with many other places; where che Saints are fet out un~=
to us, in white r‘)xtymmt’, tromthe crown gf the headstothe{oale
of the foot. Thiswhite rayment ﬁg‘;‘mtyxggi not ég(cily tt:latt li?.

iti effe which they have betore : butalfo
e A wad clcann ﬂi'g :.»f c(myéicme, confifting in the appre-

rity and cleanne! !
;‘:;}iglrl\ Ofythat: glorious eftate and condition, whereinto they
were ftated by the death and paffion of the Lord Jefis Chrift.

Ithink itis fufficiently proved, that thc_confclenccs of the
called people ofGod,arg }‘))urged, and purified from alllf man=
ner of fin, and uncleanncffe : and it w?ll!d be lawful' }(‘)x- me
to proceed, did there not an objettion lie in way ; whic h may
be an occafion of ftumbling, untothofe that are weak : and
have not their fences exercifed in fuch manner of queftionsas

are, i
the%che obje@ion is this : If we fay that we have no finy we deceive
ovr felvess and the truth ¥ not in 14 : 1 Joh. 1.8. If me ﬁyb(m: bm/‘c
not firmed 5 we make him a by o verfe 10, In many ¢ xlng: ;l';c
offend all, Jam. 3. 2. with many like places. l\!ow faith the ob-
ig&ion, if’ wehave fin, l‘x‘ow can we beclean?if we be cleanfed,

ow is it that we have fin? )

i "lzhis objeltion s eafily anfwered, by the words immediate-
ly going before, viz. The blood of Fefus Chriftlis Son cleanferh vs
fomalifin: 1 Joh. 1.7.and then prefently follows If we fay xge
b.sve no finy évc. verf. 8. Now herewill lie the difficulty; if webe
cleanfed from a/how have we any ? if we haveyet any, how ar{i
wecleanfed from &/ ? For the clearing of an anfivers I mu
intreat you to confider of fin, in a twofold refpett, as had(;
been fpoken at large before, viz. finy in the comerfation s :md
fin in the confeiences The called of God are not quite purge
from fin in comzerfation, for all our rigbtconﬁxfﬂi-: are o5 an {mclcf.'m
thing :Wa. 64. 6. Thecalled of God arequite cleanfed from fin
in confcience. . .

" I fh{“ fpeak ariddle tofome, towhom it isnot given to
know the myfteries of the kingdome, but you to whom 1; is
given, will underftand whacIfhall fay The th".'(f is this, Ef‘"
as it is poffible, for 2 man that hath been beyon comp:ln 0{:

ftri&, and uptight in his comverfarion, to have a foule and po

Yuted conféience,1 heart clouded with ignorance 5 and cﬁr»jr.:%e:n

.
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om shelife of God. Sofis it poflible, fora man that '
fn exceeding finner, and is not yet wholly cleanfet:l a&tl;‘:e:ﬂ
wickednefle in converfation (which nomanis)tohave a con-
fcience, as whiteas the fnow, and as pureas the wooll: if this
feema gyﬁay.unto you, thasfin in the flefh,thould fand wict,
purity of confcience, take thefe Reafons to make it plain: Xf
purity of confcience could be found nowhere but where there
is purity in theflefh 3 a pure Confcience could not at all be
found upon the earth, in regard chat theress nove shat doth goad.
nonet one: Rom. 3. 12. Again, purity of confeience doth not take
hisrife, from purity of converfation. But purity of wwverfstion,
arifeth from purity of confeience. The originall of purity of
confcience arifeth hence, from the apprehention of agl our i
puriticsy and uncleannefle, 10 be Lid spon Chrif: Ia. § 3.6.0 be
taken away by Cl)r}ﬂ, Joh. 1.29. Hereindoth e confcience of 2
beleever refk in Fefie Chrift crucifiedy and made  fi5 for ws.

This thathath been {poken, may ferve to open unto us a
doere of underftanding, whereby thofe places which feem fo
contrary may be made plain. If e fay we bave no fins&o and
yetis it faid : He that i1 born of God doth mot commit fimy for bis feed
remaineth in bim: And be cannot fin becanfs be 3 bornof Gad. 1 Joh.
3.9. Whathavewehere? is not the Apoftle born of God? are
not they towhom he writeth, born of God? Yes, without cone
tradicHon: yet doth he confefle, that he and they havefin;and
again he faith, Hesbas # bom of Godcannot finIt is not unknown
unto many that fhall read chis,how many windings, and
turnings, how many unfound, and unfavourie diftin&ions,
have bee.n invented by the wit of man;to reconcile thefe pla=
;cs k which arc eafily reconciled by that which hath been
hpo en: Thecalled of God (even the moft upright of them)
have finin the Jefbsthey have fin in the comverfation. But they

aveno fin, neither can they have any fininthe confeience : for
ltll:c true faith of Gods elellyand fin in the confciemee, can no more
Egtt:hgictl;‘e:,;;lhe?‘ lli) ght ?’;ﬂk darknefe.
L usehat hath been {poken, become a touchftone to
ouxl-‘ fa':;ih by: Doth thy faith purifie the heart through the :g
prehenfion of the blood of Jefus? doth it cleanfe thy confcie
ence from allfin?{o that not onc remaineth behind ? Then

hath i i I
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hathicthis property of a true faith. Butwhen the foul fhall
thus conceive within it felf, zhat this finsorthat fin lieth yee
upon me, if it were not for fuch, or fuch a fin,(greater it may
be than ordinary) I fhould judge my felf ina happy condi-
tion. Givemeleave,with patience, to declare thine errour.
Surely Chrilt cleanfeth not imperfe&ly, he doth not wath
away fomeftains, and leave others:if he cleanfe thee not from
this fin, he hath cleanfed thee from nofin.If he hath not clean-
fed thee from any one fin, furely he hath wafhed thee from
none at all; for he hath perfe&«{, as was {poken before. But
thou haft onefin {ct unpardoned,unwathed away. Idemand
of thee; whofhall wathit away ? and when fhall it be wafhed
away ? feeing Chrift dieth no more s be fbeddeth bit blood ns more,
be offereth no more : I confefle a man that knows not Jefus may
prefumeof the pardonof all his finsyand fee his confcience
purgedby a falfe Chrift. BatIwill be bold to affirm, thac he
dll:t {‘;ecth notall his finstakenaway, ncver knew the true
c ri .

Thus have we feen thedefigneof the Lord Chrifty to purge
the confciences of hiscalled people, that chey fhallhave no
more confcienceof fin. Now if thisbefos do you defire that
Ifhould thew you a place where joy and gladneffe dwell?where
forrow, and léhing( inrefpe& of unpardoned fin)have no
more place? But everlafting comforts reit upon their heads.
Behold, it is the confcience of Gods called ones, that ave
bronght unto the apprehenfion of the light of the glory of God in
the face of Tefwr : whofe joy cannot betaken away , wnofe com=
forts cannot be fpoiled. Now blefled , thrice bleffed are the
peopleythat arein fuch a cafe. Blefled are the people swho bave their
reftin the God : who bath fberved them the path of life : in whofe pre-
[encess fidlnefJeof Jrys at svbofe right bandthere are pleafures for cver=

more: Plal. 16, 11,
Teis now time that X{hould come to fhew you the zaking
away of fin confidered in the third refped, asit is taken away
out of the fight of God : the defigne ot Chrift by the appoint-
ment of the i‘athcr, to take away finyout of the fight of God.
Chriftis fct forth unto us as a propitiation, and a Lambe of atme-
raemt an offering far fin, Wa. §3. 10, When thow [balt make bi¢ fiule

g C
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enofferingfor finythe ficlt confideration will be: to fet Forthsthac
Chrift ;;gr{d an offering to God. The fecond will be; to declare
the end, and ffi& of bss offering.

Firlt, that Chrift offered a fis=ffering to God. Chrift was made
by Geod our high Pricft. Now ewery Pricfi is o{’duimd for men in
shings persaining wito God 1o offer up facrifices for fins : Hebr. 5. 1.
Thisbe did onees whenhe cffered up bimjélfyHebr. 7. 27. thatisy he
onee offered for the fins of the people - which is confirmed un=
cous, Hebr. 9. 14. Who through she eternall Spivit offered bimfelfe
withont fpot 1 God. By this it appears, thac Chrift Fefur was an
offeringunto God : But what was the effe&t of this offering?
even to make atonement, to make peacesto redecme % from the curfe
of the Law, from the tribulation, and anguith, indignation and
wrath, which the Law had threatned ; and mutt have{ of ne-
ceffity ) fallenupon us, had not hebeen made & cwfe for wi. Bat
in him she Facher hath declared himfelt swell pleafed;] {ay,well
pleafed in him,that fo through him the Father might mani-
teftunto us, his eternall pleafure;and we again,might through
him have boldneffe of acce(fe before the throne of his grace.

But here conics a difficult queftion to be difcuffed : whether
wrath and indignation did now lic upon the creature for fin,
inrefpeft of God : Tanfwer,No. And my reafon is ; becaufe
wehad an high Prieft over the houfe of God,which was witch-
out beginning, and end of dayes, between whom, and the Fa-
ther allthings are affed and tranfalfedbefore the world began:
and thercfore we read of eternall life promifed before the world be-
gan: Tit. 1. 2. But if thisbefo, how is Chrift faid 10 deliver us
from nrath ?

Anfrver. Twill hew you in thewords of the Apoftle, 1 Thef.
3. 10. Fefuswhich delivcred ws from wrath o come: from wrath
which mufthave fallen uponus, if Jefws had not been a Me-
diator. Givemea time whercin his pricfthood, and acrifice,
was not prefent, and effe@uall with the Father;and I will
grantthat all thattime, the creaturelieth under wrath. Bue
that you may fec thatthefe things were tranfafted with the
F ather (according to his good pleafure) before the meffenger of
she Covenant Nad offered himfelf upon the Crofle, you have the
witnefle of the Facher from heaven y Thisis my Leloved Sonyin

whom
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swbom I am well pleajed- The Sonhad not yet aGually fulfered,
higblood wasnot yet fhed upon the croffe, and yet the Father
faith,Tam well plealed, T am contented.

The Fatheris well pleafed, but it isin the Sonjand thatbe-

fore hisfutferings ; to thew that he was @ Lambe flain from the
foundation of the world. Butif the Father were well pleafed be-
fore his fuffering, what need was there that his blood fhould
be fhed? Will that God which doth nothing in vain, caufe
the blood of his Son to be flied in vain? furely ne. What isic
then ? did the fuffering of Chrift oncly refpe the farisfultion
of the confciences of beleevers? Ianfwer. That the farssfultion
of their confciences was herein refpetted, Idare not deny:bue
that the fhedding ‘of the blood of Chrift, did onely refpe&t
their confciences I dare not affirme. ButImuftfay, that the
Juftice of God revealed inthe Law, did require thae his blood
ftould be fhed 5 and that the Father manifefts himfelf well
pleafed in his Son before his patfion, doth prefuppofe (Iwant
words to cxprefle what I would) his paffion; ( that in refpe&
of man was yet to come) tobe prefent with the Father. Grea
it the myftery of godline(fes and who is [uffiient for thefe things?. I
have thus farre declared unto you the office of Chrift, inthe
pulling down of fin. Thenextthing that I have todeclare, is
the deligne of Antickriftyinfettingup fin, and Y‘ulling down
rightcoufnefle; in fecking to build that which Chrilt hath de-
firoyed, in deftroying that which Clviff hath buile.

’l%m‘c is a great quetlion who is Awtichrifiyand divers an-
fwer , many things diverfly; cvery onc according to his
thoughts :fome think the Pope of Rome is Antichrift, fome the
Bifbaps, fome the Turke, &c. But give meleave to tell you what
I conccive, thatto tyc the name of Antichrift to a particular
man, or to any particular fucceflion of men, is to confine him
unto too narrow a bound : Iwill not deny but that the Pope
is a principall member of Antichrift, of the man of fim, the bead:
ifyou plcafe. BucIdobelcevethe Popeand Amichrift o differ,
as the part, and the whole,asthehead, and the body :And L.
conceive the great Aurichriffy to be that myfticall body ot ini-
quity, which oppofeth Jefuss Chrift, Antichriftis as much as to.
fay,againft Chrilt: whotoever doth feck to dcltroy that whigh.

C 2 the
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thedord Jofw hath buileup,or to build up thae which the
Lord hath pluck’d down, thefameis again(t Chrift, and igfo
much a member of the great Antichrift. That thele things may
be more plain, I fhall confider the 2 of fin in that threefold
confideration beforeipoken of, namely, 1. Sin in she converfu-
tien. 3. Sin in the confeience. 3. Sinin tbe figbrof God.

Firft,fin in the eonverfation. It cannot be denied, but thac he
that will endeavour to fee up fin in the comverfation of the peo-
ple;isindced againt Chrift, and foa man of in; a limbe of An=
ticbrift: but yet our Saviem hath declared anto tis, that the
great man of fin, the geeat Ampichrifty hall not befopalpable, as
to fevup fin, in theconverfation; but thac he fhall come unto
usin great bolineffey zealey and flrillnefle, with cyes, and hands
Jifted “E to heavgn, as though his converfatioh were indeed
there.Thusis fulhlled that which was forefpoken by our Lord;
Bew.areof falfe prophessy which conse wnts yon in fheeps cloathing, bus
impardly they ave ravening woolyes Mateh. 7. 15. Likethofe pro-
phets of old : whodid swvare a romzh g.orment to deceive, Zach. 13.
4.For there (ball avife fulfé Chriftsy and fulfe Propbersyand fball fbew
greas fignes sud soonders : infommch that if it were poffible , “shey all

deceive the very eleld. Mate. 24. 24. Satanis transformed into an A=

gel of light.

Falfe Apafles, deceitfull workers, transforming themfelves into the
Apoftles of Chrifty transformed a5 the Minifters of righteonfincffe, 2
Cor. 11. 14. They are zealous, tbey make a faire fbew in the fifl:
Gal. 6. 12. The coming of the man of fin is,after the working of
Satany with all power, and fignes, and lying wonders : with all de=
ceiveableneffeof snrighteonfmeffe: 2 Thef. 2. 9,10.He doth gre.st won-
ders; o that be makgth five 10 come dovon from beaveny in the Jighs of

men: Rev. 13. 13. even bringing many excell hs ot God
kindled at theflames of hié ali’ar. Y excellent truths o )

One thing more obfervable is;that fuch fhall be his carriage,
that hefhall notonely deceive others, but himfelf alfo: fo that
in his own cfeeme he fhall be none other, but the fervant of
the true God, and his Son Jefus Chrift.

Weare deceived within ourfelves, if we look for Antichri ift
tocomelike the heathen Bacchuy, faggerin up and down in
the ﬂmes,wallowing in his vomit ; we are deceived,if we look

for
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for Awtichrift,among the lewd fons of Belial, roating in the
Taverns. N{:,’we ﬂm%l find himin the Temple ; fgoner d him
in the Palpit : you fhall find him at devotion, with great zeale,
infomuch that whofoever hath not the fpirit of difcerning
fhall prefume, that he is one of an excellent fpirie: Lietle would
any man fufpeét fo much fraud, tolicin fo hol.y abreatt : (ac-
carding to appearance) likeunto him thac feeing a Cut fie, (as
their cultomeis) faid, who could beleeve thatfo much cruelt
fhould lurk under fo meek a countenance? So when we loo
upon this man of finywho conld have imagined, that fo much
deceit,fhonld lurk under fofupercilious abrow ? ,

Alas, how open do thofe men licunto deceit? whohaveno
other touchftone for do&rine ; but thezeale and holineffe of
the converfation. This muft needs be true,fay fonte,for Yheard
avery holy mandeliver it. Alas poore foule: doeft not thou
know that beaft-like doftrine, drops often from men of hol
converfation? Doftnot thou fecthat the man.of fin,isasta
in the holineflc of converfation, as the true Saints of God?as
the Apoftles of Chriff? His garment as rough, his countenance
as ftedfait, his fapplications as frequent, his u_ale as great. Q
then beware of talfe Prophets,fearchthe Scriptures, try alt
things.

But you will fay, if it be fo, how fhall Tknow the man of finy

if I meet him? is it not faid, by their fruits ye frall know them?Mat.

7.16.if fuch he the fruits of the man of firshow Mall I be able
todifcern him ? To this Tanfwer. ‘That there aretwoforts of

fruits; the fruits of comzerfaion, and the fruits of Doltrine : the

fruits of the Jips, and the fruits of the hunds. Tcreate thefruit of

lips, Ia.§7.19. ' .

‘beN’g\; the ?grcg way to difcover Antichrift, is by the frhic of
hislips, by the difcipline of his mouth : if we look upc;ulthe-
Apoftles of Chrift and the man of fir,we fhal}find both of them
holy in converfation; yea fo holy that who can difcein them,
the one from the other. Therefore mult we expelt the voice,
and ponder the Do&cine : it is the counfell of an. Apsftle in the
fame cafe. If any mancomey and bring not this Doty ine, receive him
not into your beujeyueither bid bim God [peeds 2 Joh. xo. If weoran

;" U s y +1e O \vl a
Hyygel from heaven pre.ch any ethe Gifpel um(o: yn;,Gal .8 ‘z:;‘lﬂ
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" mwolfe comezh in fheeps cloathing, how fhall we difeern jn ¢
fioc ;wm“ig the woolfe,when both areflecced alikc?mu'lll‘vl::

_not wajtuntill they uttertheir voices, and then we fhall di=
cernthat the one bleatesh, the other barketh. We read of a beaft,
Revel. 13. 1. (the Lord deliver us from him ) that bath bormes
like a lambes and be fpake o1 2 Dragon. Though we cannot difcern
hiri by his horns, yet we may eafily know him by his Dragon-
likz voice. IFC' g
A manofCumadid put a Lyons skin very artificially u
the back of an Affc : The inhabitants of thrcyplace wcrey mxa
rerrified, fuppofing that a Lyon indeed had been come 2=
mongft chem; untill the Affe (Y athis accuftomed time ) began
to bray like an Affe; fofoon as they heard , not the roaring
of the Lyon, but the braying of an Affe, their fears waschan-
ged into laughter.

- Whatwas the courfe that Fephrhab took to difcern the E-

phramites, from the Gileadites, at the foords of Ford.an .12,
6. their faces were alike, their harneffe alike? theix’-lggl%;rs
alike, their garments alike; and yet he difcerncth them by
their tongues.Say now Shibboleth, and be faid fibboleth, for be conid
not frame to pronosuce it. This will be the triall of the Man of fin,
of the members of Antichrift;when they that have their fences
exercifed,fhall difcerne them tocry fibboleth in the Do&rine
of godlineffe. - :

Suréit is that this is the onely certain way of difcerning:
Thereis indeed another w ay,whyich isvery pxyobable, but ngt
fo certain in a double refpe&. It is by his Jearlet coat, or gown:
the woman that fisteth on she beafty#t arayed in prples and fearlct cow
lour, Revel. 17. 4. the bealt himfelf, was Jearlet colowredy verf. 3.
the great Dragon is for colour redy Rev. 12. 3.and that great City
wor clothed in fine listen, Pt?lt, and fearlet, Revel.18.16. Giveme
lcavc‘twp ;sk,thiska‘- of Sin a queftion.

. Who is this that cometh fi ion?with di '

fro%]cmfalém L mcth trom Sion?with died garments

Anf. I, evenI, theman of fin, the fon of perdition.

&. Whereforeart thou red in thine app}:)u‘cll, and thy gar-
ments like him that ereadeth in the wincfac?

Anf. My fect arc of Iron, and my nayls of Braflc,I have de-

voured,
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voured, and broken in peeces, and ftamped the refidue with
my fect : I have made warre with the Saints,artd prevailed
againtt chem,Dan. 7.19. 21,

Thave f¥rinklcd my garments, with the blood of the Saints
of the moft high. .

Acertain note of a falfe Church is perfecution. King zamu
upon Rev.20. if thetrue Church do perfecute,if Sarab will calt
out Hagar, fhe doth what fhe oughe not todo, and thething is
gricvous in Abrabams fight. Seclt thou cthen a generation of
men, thatare relolved to convere all men (AMabomer like)with
guns, and pittols, with fivords,and ftaves, with fire;and fagor,
with bonds, and imprifonments, ( Ifpeak not againtt defence
of the rights, and liberties ) furely this is either the falle
Church of Autichrift, the manof finythered dr.zgon 5 orelfe itis
the true Church, torgetting the command ot her Lord , and
Saviour. Let them alone, Matth. 15. 14. If the true Church do
{o much forget her felf, as thus to do, fhe maft be contented
tohear a word of reproofe, and to be remembred thac the fer-
vass of the Lord mnft not frive : bus be gentle unto all men y apt to
seach, patienty in meekne[Je inflruling thofe thas oppofe themfétzes <2
Tim. 2. 24, 25.

But here fome will plead for the mun of finsthat he doth well
to perfecute, or at leait that the true Church doth well to per-
fecute men that are contrary minded. For did not 4/ makea
covenant, that whofoever would not feek the Lord God of Ifrael
[pald be pus 20 deathy swhether fmall or great, whether man or woman:
2Chron. 15.13.

Ianfwer : That Eliss prayed,and fire came down from hea-
ven, and devoured the Captains with their fitties, 2 Kin. 1.10.
Yet when the difciples would have had our Saviour to have
deltroyed the Samaritanes, in the like manner, becaufe the
would not receive him, they were fharply rebuked of him: e
know not of what firit ye are; Luke 9. $5. The cafc between 4/

nd us, was very differenc : for ficlt A/a had the command of
God for what he did, Dee. 13. but we have the command ot
God different. Let both grow togetheruntill the harveft, s
13.30. Again,a fecond difterenceis, that the whole people

were members of a nadionall Church by Gods appointmcnti,
an
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and fowere fubje& to fuch cenfares as the Lord had com-
manded t6 be exectited upon difobedient members, that they
fhould be cut off : which things were 2 of that {pirituall
death, wherewith the greac King of Judah thall avenge him-
felf at his glorious appearing;of all thofe that would not have
himreignéover them. Now wedo notdeny , the Charch of
God the liberty to proceed againft refralory members,by her
heavy cenfures, of delivering over unto Satan.Bat the queftion
will be, whether or no Afz mighe lawfully have impofed this
covdena;t d‘l)e Endko;:ﬁtcs,or‘fgdragians, (if they had been
under his power ) and have caufed them co turn
wh_le:thhcr gp:ww;uﬂldor not. profelyees
atthe Magifiratemay punifth offendors, againft peace
and liberty we grant; but that he fhould compcllgthc cop;xﬁzi-
ence to be of this or thatjudgement in Religion we cannot fee:
that the profeflors of the Gofpel fhould feek to convert men to
the knowledge of the Word, and profeffion of the fame,by tor-
ments, and cruelties, is firange to us; we profeffe we have noe
folearned Chrift. Letthe Kings of the carth recover their
rightsand priviledges, by force, and might 5 let them revenge
every difobedience according unto merit, and defert. But let
the Gofpel bepropagated by the twoedged fword of Gods

ivie. .

Bat I muft proceed nofarther in this, but comeunto the fe~
cond Confideration of fis inshe confeience, unto which I will
alfo joynethe third :namely, the confideration of fis in rhe
fight of God. And herein Ifhall fhew you, that is the defigne of
Antichrifty to fet up fiminshe confeiencey and in the fight of God. To
perfwade the world, that finis not.yet taken away out of the
fight of God, that fo he may keep thofe under bondage, who
areyctintangled, that o (if it were poflible) he might bring
dil;m back again into &h ageswho are already efcaped; that
o t envying nothing mor
thc,ﬁ:Serpt.'nims te gzd ng g morethan the peace, and Joy of

is was an old plot of the man of fim, working by a myfte-
ry of iniquity in the falfe Apoftlesot ({l'::who taugg!z the ;co-
pic beleeving in God 3 that axzt  yebe circwmeifed afier the man-
et of Myfess ye camnot be faved : A 15. 1. As though hitherto,
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having looked atfalvation accomplithed in Fefis, and remif=
fion of finsin his blood, they had been altogether deceived,
and had beleeved alye, for (accarding to their doftrine)
thereis morerequired than thus : for excep? ye be circumcifed af="
ter the manner of Mofesy ye camnot be faved.

And that the ayme of this proje& was to bring the people
into bondage again, appearcth by that exhortation of the
Apoftle : Stand fafk therefore im the liberty wherewith Chrift hath
made 38 free, andbenot again imtangled with the yoke of bondage:
Qal. 5. 1. And that the working oét.he myftery of iniquitie was
forming this upon the Anvil, appeareth alfo in the Church
of Corinth, 2 Cor. x1. 20. Xe fffer if aman bring you into bondage,
ifa man devowre you, é-c. Inwhich words the Apoftle doth fec
outunto us the whole,and onely ayme of thofe counterfeic
apoftles, to bring the peopleintobondage again.

Thatit wasthe enﬁnd fc«c)lpe, of that workinF myftery of
Iniquity, to declare fin unpardoned s appearéth plain by their
horrid poli? firiking at the very root,and foundation of all:
iz, to deny Christ coming in the ﬂc%,x Joh.2.22. orif come in the
fe’h, to deny him tobe rifen againg 1 Cor. 15. Now if Chrift be
not comein the flethy what will follow ? but that the world li=
cthyet intheirfins. Nay although Chriftbe comein theflefh,
and if he be not rifen from the dead, your faith #t vainy and ye are
et inyour fins: 1 Cor.15. 17. Now that this is the fort and great
work, that the man of fir fo much defires to win from the peo~
glc of God,that they are yet in their fins,appearcth plaine

rom that firft working of the myftery of iniquitie: cven in the
Apoftles dayes. Thus you fee Chriftand Antichriftythe Son of
righteonfnefle; and the man of fimoppofed each to other; what
the one buildeth,the other ullct% down;what the one pulleth
down, the other buildeth : If itbe granted unto me, thathe
that fetteth upfin in the fight of Gozor confeienses of Gods called
people : After Chrift hach taken it away s may very juftly be
called a man of fin : an opprfer of Chrift }{fw: I {hall then pro-
ceed, to charge the Man of Sinmore plainly, that his face may
be difcovered, and his vifage known untothofethat fhall cait
their eyes upon him. I{haﬁ here prefitme to challenge Rantes

and thofcthat do any way confpire with her;in many of their
D tounda~

having ‘
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~ foundations;tobe oppofite uato Chrift in the fetting up of fin,

which he hath taken away.

1. Thae Baptifme taketh away fin, ‘gur eth the foul,, net
onely inconfcience, but al{oin the fight of God, is a Do&rine
common with Romes favourites, and boldly held forth by
fome, without any blufhin% in the whoores for¢head. Now
what is this but the man of fin,to deny that the Lamb of God
hath taken away the finof theworld? Either Chrift hath fi
nifhed, taken away fin ; orhe hath not finifhed it, by hisone
and alone offering : if he have not;then hath the Scripture de=
ccived us (which God forbid fhould enter into the heart of
man.) if he Hath takenit away, what truth will be found in
this deftrine? Imay not forget,to premife a diftin@ion where«
with thewhore fecketh to cover herfraud, and the man of fin
to fhrowd his deceit. The diftin®ion is found in Bellarmine;and
others, viz. of priceyand application. Inrefpe& of a price payd,
they confefle that fatisfaion is made for allfins,paft,prefent,
and to come; but in refpe& of application of the price;it ismade
by Baptifme, &c.

To fhew the fraud of this diftin&ion, 1fhall ask one quefti-
on: Whether any perfe@ion be to the creature, without the
application of this price?

Anf. Surely no, but by one offering be bath perfelled for ever them
that are jxnl?z c.d, Hebr. 10. And we have the revelation of God,
tl’mt then;ncc ig not onely payd, but that alfo the Futher i1 well
Ppleafed, Matth. 3. thenew Covenant s ratified from the time of
the death of the Teftator.

Th:_at fuch things as thefe fhould come from Rame, thatthe
hot climate of Africafhould breed fnakes and fc erpents is no
wonder: Buewho could have thought to have found fuch in
Englmd? profefling themfelves at variance with the shore?
That fhouM fand up in defence of this Propofition? That
Baptifme watheth away fin ?and yet this istoo true. Asdivers
can teftific whofe cares have been witneffés ; And to this pur=
pofe (left cheirwords thould feem to want weight) they flie
unto that Xlace,whcrcin Ananias {peaks to Paul in thefe words,

Arife, and be baptized, and wafb uway thy fins, calling on the Nume of
the Lord: A&. 22,16, A plain text. For anfwer tothis: Ifhall
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produce noother thing, than what I then demanded ; wie-
ther thofe words were fpoken to a beleever, ar an snbelecvir?
The Anfwer is,to a beleever; otherwife, he ought not to have
been exhorted to fubmiflion unto Baptifme I thefe words were
fpoken to a beleever; Ibefecch youto confider ferioufly, the ex~
tent of this Argument : which would make us conceive, that
fins are not yet pardoned to a beleever ; but that a beleever
may havehis fins unpardoned: which Ileave toyour cenfure.
But fome will fay, what meaneth thenthis terme: wafb awy
thy fins. 1anfwer: Thisisnoneother then, Break of thy finsya
wafhing in converfation, that it may appeare before the face of
the world, that thou art another manner of man than hither-
tothou haft appeared for tobe. They that are already wafbedin
refpeld of Gods imputation, they that are already wafbed in confCience
inrefpelt of manifeftation, and apprebenfion of the ﬁmce of Godin Fen
[insy may yess and ongbt to be exbortedso wafbin refpeld of converfation.

" Thus you fee the fubtiltic of the Serpent how clofely he
lurketh, how cunningly he behaveth himfelf, to oppofe the
eruth of God, tofetup fin againyand to bring the confcience
under bondage. .

Now Thave begun, Iwillbe bold to challenge the manof fin,
inother of his Dofrines, deftru&tive unto the manifeftation
of the grace of God, in remiffion of fins : viz. his dotrine of re-
pentancey that repentance Wd{bﬂb away finyand thac there isno
forgivenefle with God before repentance: is fo commonlysand
ordinarily known unto you, thatit need not be confirmed by
teftimonics againft him, Ifhefhould deny that he hath taught
the people any fuch thing , his own mouth will be vgxmeﬂ'i:
againft him, his own writings will condenmine him;and indeed
the thing is more plain than canbedenied : And heis{o farre
from denying of it, that he will rather ftand to defend ic. And
what more contrary unto the graceof God? -

" Now that the originall of thiserror may be difcovered,thas
theweaknefle of this grand worke may be difcerned; anda
doore to anfiver his obje&tions opened : 1fhall deﬁfe you tocon-
fider the difference, of the manifeftation, of remiffion of finsin
Scripture,according to the difference, of the Cozenant mani-
fefiedin the fame: Inthe firft cmm;;nt, the worldly fmgt:ﬁ_h

- producc‘__‘h__._ _ o
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34 The Man of Sin diftevered. The Mak of Sim difcovered, 29
Hebr. 9. 1.the carnall commandment, Hebr. 7.16. I (ayin thae word, and referre them thatdefire farcher fansfa_&lon hcreip,
?«:Ecnznt : asthere was noremiffion for fone ﬁns;fo,chriﬁu, unto the fourth, fifth, and fixth Chapters of Leviticusy wherein
sonfeffiony and fasisfatlion (fuch as that law required) of che fin- thefc things are fec down atlarge. Levit. 5. 5,6. it is thus writ-
ner muft needs go before remiffion of any fin : Butin the grace ten: And it [ball be when be fball be guilty in one of thefe things, tl:'.zt
of the rew covenant in the blood of Zefm : Remiffion of fins, ( yea ke oull confaflé that be bath finned in that shings Andbe [pall bring
if that it be granted that faith is the knowledge of remiffion) bt trefuffe offering, unto the Lordfor bis fin which be bab ]i'med, P
and the manifefiation of remiffion alfs, muft go before godly con- fgmlcoof the flock 5 & lambe, or akid of t_bc goats ﬁn: a ﬁn aﬂ”crmg,anfl
trition, or confeffion ; ( for fatssfaltion,we cannot well beare the Pricft [ball make an atonement for bim concernin, {;‘u finy and it
with theword ) if it be objeCted that, that werldly tabernacle foablbe forgivenkim : ver. 10. Thisisthe Law of theiin offering;:
wasa patterne of beavenly things, for {o it was commanded confeflion, offering, atonement, and then for vc_ngﬁé; no for-
Mofesythat he fhould make it according to the fafbion which be bad givcneﬂ'c to belooked for mthqut tke('; :An .”thxs alfo is dn.:
feenmy A7, 44, Thefe things ferve unto the exampleyand foadow of rophets, Ezek, 18. 28, 22. Burif the wicked will twrn ﬁ;mdall bis
beavenly thingsy o5 Mofes was admonifbed of Godsvbhen be wes abows finsy that bebath ca}n».zmed, and keep all my flatuter, aZ d ; that
10 make the tabernacles for [o [aith be, that thou make allthings, accord= whichis lawfall and right 5 he ﬂ_JaIl Jurely live, be ]::lbm die 'd W his
ing to the patterne fberved thee in the mownt : Hebr. 8. 5. Now if con= wmfgrpﬂi.;m that be bath commitsed they [ball. m;l f m']t‘mm d wimto
trition went before remiffion in the earthly fbadow, it muft needs bim, in bierighteoufnelle that be bstb done; be foall live. l}is is ‘tl.le
dofoin theandleff life ; for they were one likeanother,onethe Prophets, to declare repentance, as a means to obmp remil>
pattern of another. fion; and neicher remiflion, nor the knowledge of remiffion, to

Yanfwer : That the contrition,c. is confiderable in our high gobefqre, butto follow contrition s lfxut this is ot the G fpel;
priefly orin thepesple (both prieft, and people,and facrifice in which is eftablifhed upon better promifes: The aI:dWI:‘nd the
theLaw, being types of our High Pricx{:) now we fay that in Prop_hets teach us in that Covenant, to repent ; rmigm ouc
shePrieft Chrift Jefisr, comtrition went before remifforn; He was offering,as a means to obtain remiffion,to repent for rel;n on:
bruifed, be was broken, yea be was flain before any remiffion butthe Gofpel teacheth us ¢o repent wito remiffion, Mark 1. 4-} it
could be pronounced tothe miferable fens of Adsm: for with- isindeed mn{\flatcd fé‘;‘: lnie(s_mﬂiqn: ]izi: mnoi ; 1':‘ ;v;ggtoc‘?‘i‘;: it( ‘:e
ows blood [bedding shere b mo remiffion, Hebr. 9. 22, So that in the margent. This youfhall fee moreat large -
Cmm]bc:f this endlefle nfem comtrition, confeffion ( Lpray led, the Doddrine of Joln Baptift. TheGolpel propoundeth *3#0
beare with the word) and fatssfaltion, bloed [bedding of Chrift the us afa_cn.ﬁce already offered, propitiation, .atonemcgt,;n 1bc~
Mediator, mult needs gobefore remiffin : But that remiffion ob- conciliation, already made, fin already finifhed;and then by
tained by theMedtator, yea faith(the knowledge of remiffion) the Miniflery of reconciliation calleth upon us to repcn.t'm}tz
muft needs go before the godly contrition or confeflion of the remiffion. Thisis the Miniftery of reconciliation (to wit) 1ha
creature. . Gad wat inGhrifty reconciling the world unto I_om.xfelf s mot ampmmg‘

Twillfpend a little timeto open thefetwo Propofitions,and their trefpaffes wnto them : 2 Cor. 5. 19. Chriftis Oﬁn‘ P‘?Cﬁ ,h?_lll
to clear the truth of them, tE:t I may cake away occafion facrifice, our atonement : He confcﬂ&:}t our fin, Cd o eret‘ 0‘_‘
from them who feck occafionythat they may have no more our fin, He maketh a peace throughhis blood, :im B::‘all‘c‘t. A u‘_al :
plea before the people tofpeak evill of thethings they do not onus, to belecve this peace and atonement made. tut th .
underftand. For the firft of themy that in the o/d Covenant » con- more plau.)l appear, when.l fhall prove unto youf, .t q:ﬁ 3 ;
trition, CONFESSION, and legall fasitfullion, goes before remiffion; onely remiflion, but even faich (the knowledge ~Od xcmé cfonrc
Although it need no proofe, yet forillaftration, Ihall fpeak a whofe obje& is remiffion of fins in Jefus) gu;l needs go ey
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. N _
y contrition : Rom. 14. 23, Whatfoever it nos of faithy or frem

faith,is fin All contrition that proceedeth not from faith, it is

no better thenfin; but godly repentance is not fin. Therefore
it is not before faith, but from faith; we donot therefore be«
leeve remiffion of fins, becaufe we repent : but we therefore res
pent; becaufe we beleeve remiffion of fins. Again thequefion
is, whether or no, repentance is not a facrificeof thank{giving?
if fo, it prefuppofeth the knowledge of a benefit received.
Thirdly, to fpeak in the language of holy Scripture, is not
ent ance afacrifice well pleafing untoGod ? But wishont faith
is ¥ impoffible to pleafe Gody Hebr. 11. 6. I would not be unders
ftood, as though I thought the faith of Gods ele& toremaine
any time in the foul, void of repentance. But my meaning is
w0 fhew you the order of thework of the Spirit of God, who
produceth not faith by repentance, but repentance by faich.
Again, Idonot deny but that thercis a repentance of defpaire,
fuch as wasthat of glud«, going ordinarily beforethe know-
ledge of remiffion. Butthis is not godly repentance, this is
fuch repentance that many have had who have yet died in
theirfins. That Imaybe the better underfiood: X fhall con=
clude thiswith the laying down of certain Propofitions.
P 1. Norepentance at all goeth before remiffions or not impming of
L

2. Judes bisrepentance goeth commaonly before the knowledge of re-
miffion of fine.

3. Godly repentance goesh not beforey but followeily she knowledge of
remiffion of fins. :

From this that hath been fpoken,we have a difcovery of
the man of fin, fetting up fin in the confeiences of the people, and
in the fight of God. When any fhajl declare unto you, that you
cannot have any forgivenefle with God until{ you repent:
when the Propofition converted, will and hath been found
true, viz. you cannot repent untill you have,and untill you
perceive forgivenefle with God. Doth any man declare unto
you repentance as 2 means to obtain remiffion, and forgive-
nefle a¢ thehands of the Father. Thefe arethe footfteps of the
man of finy of the fon of perdition. And you haveféen how con-

trary thisis tothe grace of God manifefted in the fufferings-
: of
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of FefusChrift : How contsary tothe voice of the glorious Goe
]}dz{vhich {;mugb this man(that is Jefus Chrift Ypteacketh unto
you forgivenefle of fins. AQs 13. 38, Let us then learn to be wife,
fet uslearn todifcern this woolfeby his bark. Let the opi-
nion, the hew, the profeffion of holinefle be never fo great;
ctif they bring thisdofrine, beleeve them not; it is but the
man of fin : the limbs of Antichrift : wokves In fheeps cloathing;
chat feek not o feed yow, but to feed uponyon. - Take heed, and
beware. :
. Ihavenow opened a way, and dedared unto *yoq how meft
ofthe Romifb doBuines, may be found guilty of this hainous
crimes and how not Rume alone, bue the Pulpits of England
alfomay bedifcovered to be filled, with theman of fin, with
theenemies of thegrace of God. Bat I donot intend to ftay
upon any more particulars sbutIwill havean open care, to

heareindifferently,what Rome, and her children,and fervants™.-

can fay for themfclves,againft this accufation brought forth,
and laid totheir charge : for Ithink it unreafonable to_con-
demne any before weheare them fpeak for themfelves. Xfup-
pofeshey will (ay,you dous infuric to fay we are members of
Antichrifty of the man of fin : for although we fhould confefle ic
an errour, asyou have faid,yet can we freeour felves from
being members of that man of fin : foritis faid of him , inthe
very next words unto your texts Who oppe feth and exalteth I();xm-
felf above allthat is called Gody or that #worfoipped : fo that be o o(lli
fittethin the Temple of Gody fhewing himfelf that besrGod. Nowa
know that we are farre from this; we worfhip the God of hea-
ven,and fear his name. Nay Rome telleth us that we havj
litele reafon to challenge them, for oEpoﬁng allthat is calle <
God,or warfhipped: when as in another charge,we fay again
them, that they worfhip more gods then they ough. Now ;m;
to this Apologie Lanfwer. Thatwe read of one that faid, 1!"
o, but went not : And he is not reputed to have done chewi 1
of hisFather; whatfoever he faid. So if we fhall prove th;t
fuch Doftrine as this exalteth it felf above God; we fhall be
able tomaintain our charge,and you will be lefe um.bl:1 to
acquit your felves. Some by God,in the place cited,do u;x or
ftand the Magiftrate, whoin fome fence s called God ¢ h.rq:‘

fai

L~ S -

Early English Books Online, Copyf‘i‘ght © 2019 ProQuest LLC
Images reproduced by courtesy of Bodleian Library



28 The <Manof Sin difcavered,

Jaidye aregods;évc. that the man of fin doth. exalt himfelfe
above Magifirates : And indecd this is true, and worthy our
obfervation, how the mmof findoth clofely contend,to bring
Magiftracy in fubJettion unto him, to-make the Magiftrate
the executioner of his Jufts,and impieties. - But thisis too nage
row alimitation for the cext :which faithy He exeiteth bimfelfe
abope allthat i1 called God : though the Magiftrace is called God,
yetheis not 4 that is called God, or tgu is worfhiped. We
lhalllu dekﬁr; to conﬁde:;,d whc;her ;‘lnsll man of fin beexcufable
inthiskind; orpot: and tafee whether the mamof findoth not
exalt himfelfabove theGod, and  Father of Oﬁ’{ﬁﬂi - Jefie
Chriftywhois blefled for evesmoro, ,Magcnoc he that exalteth
himfelfabove the attributes of God,be truly faid to exalt
himfelf above God himfelf? for nothing is inGod, but what
isGod. We fhall then fhew unto you thae themanof fin doth
exalt himfelf, ubove the glorions attributes of God. I will in-
ftanceinfoure. ¥. Trmb. 2. Wifdome. 3. Mergy. 4. Fuftice, And
Ifhall declare how theman of finywould appear to us to be
more truethan God. Secondly, wifer than God.Thirdly,more
mercifull than God. Fourthly, morejuft than God.

Firft, howdmhb&;-:’{lof ofeth the truth of God, in hisdow
&rine, and make! yar. The truch of God issthat he hath
fet forth his Son Fefiw Cirift to be s propitiation for Jns that he
preacheth remiffion in his name. ﬁ;t Antichrift will be bold
todeny this, and totell ouopenly, that thefe things are no
better thenfables ; Chriff bath noty nor will not take away your
fins, untill tgm have repented of them. Before your tears of
centritions there is in God no remiffion for you ; Chrifts facrifice,
and bloodfhed, cannot avail you, untill you have wafht away
your fins by truc repentance, and forrow for them. Many
things of the like nature your eyes that read them, and yoar
cares that hears them are witnefles of : And this the man of fin,
will impofe tobe beleeved under paine of the greatelt Axathe-
z_u. And hewill be readie tofay thus : Whofoever faith that Fefus

brift bath taken away any mans fin, before repemtances let him by ace
cirfed. Thuswill he be accounted more true than God, who
P“h faid thecontrary, in large and exprefle terms , fetting
‘ orth the death, and paffion of cur Lord Jewsand the efficacy
thereof.

long ye fimple ones will ye love fimp.

N
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thereof. God faith onething, Antichrift the contrary : And he

will be beleeved, otherwife all cannot be well. Now what is
this but to oppofe Godyto exalt himfelf againft the truth of
God : I might inflancein many feverall 'j:articulars : wherein
the man of fin,is neither afhamed, nor afraid, to contradi@ the
very letter of thetext, toimpofe a glofle, and interpretation,
contrary to the manifeft revelation of God in his Vv:)rd : But
itis not my defire to dwell upon particulars, but to fhew you
away of difcerning,& difcovery in fome few,thac you may be
able for tojudge of the reft. Now if to make Goda lyaroppofe
God, if God be not true heis nolonger God. Thenfure hethac
defireth to be beleeved, before Gody to have his oraclesto be ac-
counted moretrue than God, to make void the truth of God,
cannot “efreed from exalting himfelfabove God. -
Secondly, let us confider if 1hie man of findo not exale hini-
felf above the wifdome of God; and would be accounted wifer
than God. T3 - o
. The wifdowse of Godhath been pleafed, to fet forth his Son
Jefus Chrifty the Redeemer of the world, and hath given com~
miffion to his Apoftles, to go preach the Goffely or the glad tydings
of the free grace of God, ts all NationsyMatth. 28, 19. yca asif
this were not large enough, to every creatxre , Mark 16. And to
{ee forth a plain, and eafis way to them that are taught of
God, fo plain that the w.ayfaring men though fools [all not erre
therein:Ifa. 35.8. Hehath givenusa wor(ﬁ to be a light unto
0w feety and alantern snteonr paths And chisword of gracethe
wifdome of God hath commanded to be preached plainly,
openly, to every creature. Hifdomecrjeth withont Cthefecks no
corners) fbe uttereth her vaice in the fircets, fbé crieth in the ébicj;pla:e
ber

 of conconrfe, in the openings of the gates, in'the City [Pe utteret

wards : yea fbe (Peaketh unto she fimple ones, feorners, and fiols. How
. licity, and the ftorners delight in
their fcorning, and fools bate kmowledge : Prov. 1.20,31,22. This
isthe wifdome of God : But Rome thinksthe hath beteer policy
than this, namely, tolock up the Scriptures in an unknowne
tongue, aud that out of love, and zeale,left the fimple oncs
fhould abuieit, and mifunderitand it, and pervertit. And by

this rcaton they fhould alfo lock it u%ﬁom the learned, wl‘;o
o]

3
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Hiferably pervert it.Gods wifdme faithySench the Scriptures
f,;’f;; fx;f»g; Y i'm'm wifdome faith,Let them aloneyic is not fafe
.medling with them. Thus will Rome be wifer than God, and
preferre che carnall policy of that m.n of fin,before the wil-
dome of the God of righteanfie . Thus dohis members feek to

out-wit the God of heavein; who hath (ent glad tydingsto be

oreached to all,upon the houfe top : and che fulnefle, and the

«ffc of the grace of God,to be manifefted toall: But what
?:f:lr: the mafgﬁ” +That isnota fafecourfe, though thefe
things be true, yet (as Gdiner fometimes of Wincbefter faid
on his death-bed) if the peoplefhould know them, all will be
marred, for they will abufe t, they will turn the grace of Ged
into wantonneflc, Therefore it is fic fuch things as thefe
fhould bc’prcaéhs but feldome , or onelyin private: for this
rpofe we have ftories toldus, of a-manin Cheapfide,a mayd!
sow not where, and a swman infuch aLane, thac did abufe
the glorioys tydings of the Gofpel. T cannoe goto fearch the

.eruth of shefe things, which I belecve not yet,unlefle we had

bettex proofe, than the report in print : Bue fuppofe this bea
truch, &hac :l,lén? Tyis not Fafc to preach the Gofpel, and tofet
forth thetrae graceof God: what confequenceis this?becaufe
there are many drunkards (and men of no mean rank) inthe’
Civy, therefore wine mult be banifhe the City, let it come no
more there : this would bein the Merchants, and Vintnérs
eyes, a very abfurd confequence. - And fure the confequence
.onthe other part is feven times more abfird : we have no pes
femptory commandy tobring wincinto the City,but we have
a command to preach the Gofpel. A City mighe well fubfift
without wine, but the fpirituall edification o? the people of
God, cannot fubfift without the Gofpel. O my GodY will preach
thy.Gofpel, for thou hatt faid, go Frcach, and wo# anto me if I
preachnot the G fpsls I commit the uccefle untothee. Thy Go-
fpelis the power of God o fikvation s I'will not be afhamed of
it,itis:a fiveet fvomr mito theeyin them thatare faved , and in
them:that perith: I perceive the foolifhnefle of man, wonld ad~

. vanceit felf above thy wifdome; and perfwadeus (if not comy

pell us) ro befilent in thy truth. Bucletthy fervants be filled
with che fulneffe of God;that for Sions [ake they m 1y mot bold their
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peaces and for Ferssfalems fake they may not refty umsill the righteons~
neffe shereof go forth as brightnefJes and the falvation thereof 8 a lamp
that burneth. I0a. 62. 1. o ,
Thirdly, the man of fin exalteth himfelf abové the mercy of
G.d. Hewill feem tobe more mercifull than God:God gave nn-
vo mana Law,a rightcous Law,and hath threatned che tranf-
greflion thereof withdcach ; yea he thae offendeth inone, is
guilty of all, Fam. 2.10. and curfed s every one tht continueth not
in all things that are written in the book of this Lsw to dothems, Gal.
3.13. Whereit s plain,thatthe Lord denounceth a curfeup=
on all perfons, that continue not ac «llrimesto peiforme this
righteons Law in allshings;and not any thing of thisrighteous
Law fhall be abated : for heaven and earth fhall paflc away,
but not one jot or tictle of this Law fball perifh :Xl‘mb. 5. 18,
Now what (zith the man of fintothis; it cannotenter intohis,
thoughts, but that God will be niore mercifull than chus: for
he will tell you that God accepteth the will for the deed, (which
hedoth indeed in them who are not under the Law but under
gracc) but untothem untowhom itis fpoken chat are under
the Law, youfce what isrequired ; not onely towill, butalfo
todo underpaine of a curfe. Again,where it is (aid,He tht bes
Jeeveth not [ball be damnedy Mack 16. And where ftisfaid, thae
Fefiss Chrift fball b vevealed from heaven, with bis mighty Angels,in
Paming fires t.aking vergeance on thens that know not od, and that
obey ot the Gofpel of ossr Lovd Jefus Chrift : 2 Thef. 1.7, 8.
cither will this be credited by man, but he will tell you,
that a defire 2o belceve, is faith, and though a man do not
leeve,yet if he defire to beleeve, he fhall befaved.” Then mult
the text be changed, and we muftread, he that deftreth not to
beleeve [all be d mmed. Again, the Jultice of God declarethun-
to us, that there is o remiffion without blosd foedding. And yet the
man of fin will declare unto us that fuchor fuch a fin, which
is not pardoned this day, may be pardoned to morrow, and a
pardon may be procured and obtained by the fhedding of
fome teares (but no man hath yet declared unto ushow ma-
ny)now it may be they will {ay, Chrifts blood was fhed be-
fore, or elfc teares could not havedoneit. Did the blood of

Chrift then make fin onely to become pardonable upon our
E teares?

Pﬁh'f; . 2
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teares? or did he proeare pardon? for Iam fure Chrifts'blood
doth not any.new thing, what1e did it did atonce; and whae
ithath not done, it will never dosif fo be that our fins were
riot pardoried before onrteares; and pardoned after our tears:
thenwill js.follow, that Chiifts blood did onely make fin to

bccoﬁl__‘e.{gardomblq s that hedid siot procure remiffion , for~ -

r pardon fosus. '[bus you fee the mercy ot God
oppofed by the man of fin, and the man of fin exalting him-
fcll)?:} and fecking ta debafe God. Now left any thing that is
called Gud fhould feem taefcape, Imutt in the nexc place de=
clareunto you the man of fin, oppofing the Fuftice of God, He
will be more Juft than God.

God hath given unto manya moft righteous, and holy Law,
by which isthe knowledge of finsRom.3. 20. and 7.7. This Law
hath hi¢ fet fo faftythat heaven and earth fhall fooner pafle
away, then onejot or tittle from the Law till all be fulfilled:
Msh. 5. Butwhen it was impoffible for any of the fons of
Adam vo fulfill the righteous Law, in regard that all of them
arc comefhort of the glory of God, and there i none that doth

vody moniot ome, It plealed the God of love, and mercy, tofend
orth his Son Jefiur, in the fimilitude of finfull fiefh, and to cone
demne finin the flefhy that she righteonfieffe of she Law might be
Sulfilled in themy whe live not afier the fle[b,bus after the S, pirit:Rom.
8.4. Now.God feteeth forth in his Word , the Law fulfilled,
righteoufnefle accomplifhed in hisSon, Fefwsr. This he come
mandeth to bepreached to the world. Now what faith the
man of fin; Thae Chrilt hath fuffered he dare not deny, but
that his fuffering hath given full fatisfaltion to the Juflice of
God, required in the Law, is that which heis bold to centra=
di&; and thercfore they fay, that Chrift indeed hath taken
away the gui/t of fin, that he hath alfo taken away the eternall
psifomens due tinto fin,but he hach not(fay they ) taken away
the tenporsll pienifbment duco fin ; This muft cicher be pre-

vented by us, by our'tears,and humiliation,by our repentances

givenefley

and contrition ; otherwifeif not prevented it muft be indured.
Hence dq proceed, the do&rine of fatisfaltionsin the Schools
of Rome; hence proceeds, that clonded doétrine of repentance,
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fortableto'the fouls of the people; moreprofitableto the edi-
fication of the Church, than'the Dottrivie'of trite ipeitance trit-
:‘y taught, and learned. There béing 4lfo 'nb Doftrlne more

eltrullive to theendth of God, and the conifart of “his people,
than that cloudy and mifty do@rine of repentarice, taught by
the fadtors of Rome, whereby they fedkvo oieithirors st once,

the whole building of che Témiple of God: The finme of all is

. this. Thaswhereas God faich che Jutticeof his Latw is Yulfilled,

and bea'md/[k,ﬁdin bir Smyto declaré that fix and iniquitie
will be remember no moré. This'man of fintwill be mote' Juft ‘than
God,and fay, that tlie Liw is not fulfilled untifl you ‘re%ent,
the Father will not be well pleafed fn his Son yuricill jouhave
rcl;‘untcd of your fins ; Thus you fee how ¢he than of Tiri exalc -
eth him(eltabove the Fuflice, the Merey, the Wifdome; and. the
Truth of God; and indeed it will be found true o that there is
not any onc ateribute of God, bue hie ath fought to deprefle, |
and to exale and life up himfelf, and his 'own% &rine 5 That
by this means he mighe fulfill chat swhich hath beéei foretold
of him, He exalteth bimfelf abrve all that' fa éalled God. " As it was
forefpoken of him by the boly Ghoft, Dan. 171. 36,3_"7,38. And the
King [ball ds actording to bis will, and bé Fiall exsals bm)ﬁ%wﬂ mag-
wifie bimfelf above every God, and fbill fpesk Wiruéllons thinigs o~
gainft she God of gods, and floall profbiv 2iildbe indignavion fhaltbe acm
complifbed, for that that 3 determined [ball b done 5 wéither [Pall be
vegardthe God of lis fathers, not the defivé’ of Woimens witr 7egard any
God, for be fbali magnifie bimfilf above all. Bt inlbos eft.ur’ bé fall
bonowr the God of forcer : And 3 god vobonis bid fthtds kvens wif Joalt
b;bmom, with g2ldy and filver, andwith previvwd floner; and pleafant
things, dhc. R AP
aving taken the firft plea of Ansichrift into tonfideration,
and found it faulty ; we will in the nexe place confider, one
thing more which he alledgeth to prove ‘vhat he is not that
manof fin,that fon of perdition. He will fay; ieis wricténs #bo
#9alyar bus be that denyeth that Fefws i the ChHift, He ¥ Antichrift
that denyeth the Father and the Son: 1 Joh. 2. 22, Many deccivers
are entred into the world, who confeffe not that Tefus
Chriftis comeinthe flefb ; This e a deceiver s and an Antichrift:
3 Johe 7. From hence Rome and her children will arglic,

inthe Romifb Do&ors. There being indced, no dotrine more
available to the manifeltation of the glory of God, more com= that they arc not Antichrifl, that they ave not_the mn of ‘m, —
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 of thefaith of Gody el

: hey confeffe/dnit Jefits is the Chrift,yea whofoever
?::ﬁ‘:i?nty:gat WO 5&9’1&1¢ in the ﬂeih:th‘ey‘ hold him
accurfed¢ Bor thebeady/dedring of this, and the opening of
fome placesof Seripturdy we wult take it into confideration,

_whatit istodeny or confeffe Chrift coming inthefle.2. There

wo things neceflazy tabe beleeved, unto the conftitution
A ot Gt el and i ither of theft fhall be found
wanting, thefaith will be found lame,and imperfeét, yea no
faith-atall. The oneis 1o beleeverightly she office of the Mediatory
“ and Redeemer. The othtriss to beleeve rightly the trwe perfon:
now hethat beleeyeth the perfon, and denieth the office;what
doth heleffe than deny Chrift coming in the flefh? Again, he
that confefleth the office; but denieth the perfon,is as faulty
as theother s now according unto this diftin&ion, I find inthe
world a twofold Antichrift. The Hebrew Antichrift, and the Law
tine Antichrift ythe Fewifb Antichrift, and the Gemile Antichrift.
The Jewifb Antichrsft beleeveth indeed the office of the Media-
tor truly; yea Ido beleeve, that in fubftance they ave able to
declare nnto us, what isthe true office of the Saviour of the
world,when (as they beleeve) he fhall be fent from the Facher
intothe world. Batbeleeving his office, they deny his perfon,
and will not have the crucified Fefius to be the Saviour of the
world, but vainly look for another, for to come unto them :fo
that that you fee that which is wanting untothe perfeftion of
thc}mlbfaith, is no more but this, to betruly informed,and
seriwaded concerning the perfon of the Meffiah. And the con-
Edmdén of this giveth us li§ht to interpret fome places of
Scripture, which (for want of this confideration ) find to be
fomewhat miftaken by others, of good judgement, and zeale,
Tciswritceny Ifye beleeve not that I am beyye fball die 3n your fins:
TJoh. 8. 24. And the Esonuch demanding of Philip, what was re-
quired unto Baptifme, and receiving an anfwersthat to beleeve
with all the heartwas, the thing required. He maketh his con=
feflion in chefewords; I belecve shat fejus Chrift is the Sor: of God:
AR&. 8.37. From which places, and fome other like,fome have
gathered, that is fufficient for the Chriftian faith ; to belecve,
that fefus Chriftis the Son of God:and yet a man may have the
true faith, though he belecvenot thevemiffion of his fins, in

_acknowledge iim.And asthe Fewsbeleeving the o
nying the peribn, were properly againft Chrift : So the Gentile
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Fefws. Thefethings doindeed plargerdifpute tha

Zé'gtfordcd unto them at thisqimesd ?1 defire ¢ n‘ag; :):
confidered, that the perfons, withwhanythe difpute wag hol-
den, Fob. 8. were of the Fews, whosightly underitood the office
of theMcfliah ; and if they were faulty in any thing, it was in
this, that they afcribed fomething more unto hisoffice than

+ was to beafcribed, but noching lefc. Now there was nothing

lacking unto cheir faith,(ave rightly tounderftand the parfon.
The {ame is o be {aid concerning the. Ewomwoby who was a pro-
felytc of the Fens,for he came vo_Ferafalem to workip : and
therefore under the expedtation of - the Meffluh, whofe office he
did undcritand : now it is granted that the man beleeving the
office of Chrift, it isfufficient for him to grant the perfon, and

%C%y.&uc'-

Antichrift who conteflech Jefies of Nazargsh,crucified at Golgath 1,
to bethe Son of God, the Meffiah of the Lord 5 may as properly
(if not more properly ) be called Amtichrift; who confefling his
perfon, is bold to deny his office. We donot layunto Rames
charge, that they deny theperfon of Chrift. We'have not any
controverfic with them concerning the perfon ; but we charge
them wich deniall of his office, with denyall of che efteft of
Chriits death, and paffion. For whenitfhallbe declared thac
the effett of Chriits paffion, requireth on our parts a condition,
and thac Chrifts paffion is not effe@uall unte us, untill the

condition on our parts be performed: wefay thac this is toile-
ny the o flice of the Meffiah, this is to deny the pricfthood and
facrifice of Chrift Jefius to take away finyand to finith eran(-
greffion ; and unto usit doth appear, that the prerequiring of
a c&ndition, doth diminifh the glory of the efficacy of Chults
paffion.

Now todraw to a conclufion,you that have knowne the
man otfin, will (ay that Thavein pare {o difcovered him in
thefe lines, that they that are weak-fighted may be able to
difcerne him : Thavedone it for this end,thac a fpivic of dif-
cerning may be miniitred unto you, that fee but dimly and
darkly; chat whereas the man of fin cometh with great de-

ceives
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